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President Says He Has Neither Compromise
Nor Concession to Propose to the Senate

D'Annunzio
Yields Fiume
To Italians

Soldier-Poet Agrees to
Surrender the Disputed
City to Regular Troops
Under Gen. Caviglia

Had Held Port
Since Sept. 12

pSs Forces Swelled by
Deserters From Army;
Long Refused to Quit
FTÜME, Dee. 14 (By The As-

iociated Press)..Gabriele d'An¬
nunzio will hand over command
of the city of Fiume to regular
troops under General Caviglia,
former Minister of War.

ROME, Pec. 14. --At the opening of
the Chamber yesterday Deputy Ro-
tnalla, a Socialist, inquired of the gov¬
ernment whether Captain Gabriel«;
d'Annunzio's so-called volunteers were
paid from the state budget.
"We are not interested in knowing

Whether d'Annunzio is paid by you or

Some one else," Deputy Romalla said,
"what interests us is that you have
lanetioned the right of desertion.

"In the same way that you have per-
fflit'C'l soldiers to leave their regi¬
ment«-, we will claim that right for
8oltiit.rs whom you forcibly keep in
barrack-«. Then we will see whether
then is a bourgeois government
which, will dare to try the soldiers that
»c invite to leave the army. You keep
under arms 80.000 officers to preventthat revolutionary action which we
would like to initiate, but you do not
pay these officers from the state bud¬
get."

Gabriele d'Annunzio, poet, aviator
and war hero, marched into Fiume on
September 12 at the head of an armyof 12,000 men, seizing the city from
an inferior number of police and de¬
claring he would hold it at all costs
in the name of the Italian people.From that day he held it despite ef¬
forts of the Italian government to
oust him pending a settlement of the
controversy with the Jugo-Slavs over
possession of the city and attemptsby the governments of Allied coun¬
tries, acting ; h rough the Supreme
Council, to break his hold.

Deserters Swell Ranks
Most of d'Annunzio's troops were

volunteers, but the ranks of his army
Were rapidly swelled by regulars de¬
ft from the Italian command.Wl en word of the coup reached Rome
th" act was decried by the government
aid orders were dispatched to the
commander of the 6th Army Corps to
drive d'Annunzio's forces from Fiume.
This order never was carried out, how¬
ever, as the troops refused to obey the
command.

Despairing of forcing an evacuation
b> use of Italian troops, the govern¬
ment turned to the Allies, urging that
armed forces, exclusive of Italians, be
Bcjil to Fiume t«> eject, ti* d'Annunzio
army. The Italian government held
thai it was powerless because of
d'Annunzio's personal popularity among
th. Italian people and because the
Piume question had long been a thorn
In the side of Italy.

American troops were among the
first to be sent to the Fieume area,
when marines were landed at Buocari,five miles east of Fiume. The Brit¬
ish, French and American police forces
that had been in the city liad been
withdrawn as d'Annunzio entered, but
none of them was sent into the city an«l
the American marines were soon taken
aboard a vessel in the harbor.
Once firmly established, d'Annunzio

Hent appeals to the French and Ameri¬
can peoples, to Premier Clemenceau
and other outstanding political figures,urging that the Supreme Council heed
the insistent demand of the Italian
peopl« that Fiume be given to them.Word went out that if these pleas were
unnoticed, the d'Annunzian army would
destroy the city.

Supreme Council in Control
The controversial area a'ong the

Adriatic coast had been divided into
police areas by the Supreme Council.
Fearing that disorders might result
from d'Annunzio's success at Fiume,
United States marines were landed in
the American zone at Trau on Sep¬
tember 23 and at Spalato on September
80. In the latter city the Americans
intervened between the Italians and
Jugo-Slavs until the situation grew less
acute and they were withdrawn, as were
ftlso the forces at Trau.
D'Annunzio meanwhile had mobilized

his forces on the Austrian armistice
Une and declared a "state of war with
Jugo-Slavia, but no fighting developedand he turned to plans for an exten¬
sion of his victory to other parts of
Italia Irredenta. Leaving in chargeof Fiume Commander Rizzo, the daringnaval officer who sank two Austrian
warships off the Dalmatia coast in the
war and who aided d'Annunzio by send¬
ing ships of the Italian navy to rein¬force him at Fiume, d'Annunzio set out
on November 15 with his fleet of seven¦hips and landed at Zara, which he oc¬
cupied with his troops.An ovation greeted him. His second
coup practically made him commanderof the whole Dalmatian coast, for itbrought und^r his standard AdmiralMillo, commander of the Italian occu-

Íation forces in Dalmatia and of the
cet in that region. In return for his»Hegiance d'Annunzio conferred uponadmiral Millo the title of "Govornor ofPalmatla."

"Dry"Decision \
Expected To-day

U. S. Supreme Court to
Rule on War-Time Law,
Washington Believes

New York Tribun«
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON. Dec. 14..-Everybody
in Washington who is looking forward
to a "wet" Christmas, and that means
most of Washington, was confident to¬
night that the Supreme Court ci the
United States will hand down to-mor¬
row its decision on the constitutionality
of the war-time prohibition law. Ac¬
cording to the prejudices of the man
who did the talking, the same confident
expressions could be heard to show that
the court would hold the law invalid
and that in no circumstances could it
fail to uphold its legality.
Men whose personal "bootleggers"

¡threaten to raise the price to^l» a
quart for the Yuletide season arguedj vociferously that the court must de-
clare the law unconstitutional because
unless it does there will be a confisca-
tion of property worth nearly $500,-000,000.
Followers of the Anti-Saloon League

were just as certain that the court
could not find a measure which Con-
gross had put through with its approvalthat had been drawn in contravention
of the Constitution.
There was just as great an absence

of real information about what the
court will do as there was a week age
to-night. The corridors about the court
to-morrow and the chamber itself will
be thronged with much the same crowc
that was there last Monday, eager to
hear the word and, if it is favorable
to set the wires working to let free »
flood of liquor that will make the
holiday season look like a deluge.
Men who have followed the court foi

years felt to-day that the chances an
exceedingly good that the decision wil
come down to-morrow. The Department
of Justice asked that arguments in th«
cases involved be expedited, and dur
ing those arguments the court was re¬
minded that %ast sums of money were
tied up in liquor stocks, and that il
the court is to find the law unconstitu¬
tional quick action must be had to give
the owners of those stock* ,nny rea¬
sonable orp«i-¡.unity to dispose of them

Son of Harbor
Pilot Drowned
!_

George Beebe Jr. Stvepl
Into Sea From Yawi
in Storm Off Hook
George Beebe jr., son of Captaii

George Beebe, vice-president of th<
New York and New Jersey Pilots' As
sociation, was drowned off Sandy Hool
Light yesterday, when a wave swampei
the yawl in which he had just takei
his uncle, Alonzo Beebe, another pilot
to the incoming Japanese steame
Tiayu .Maru.

In the yawl with the young appren
tice pilot was Alfred Baeseler, anothe
apprentice. He saved himself by cling
ing to the keel of the overturned
craft. Beebe, it is believed, caught hi
clothing in an oarlock and was hel
under water until he was drowned. Hi
body was not recovered.
Beebe and Baeseler were serving o

the pilot boat New Jersey as yawlsmei
It was their duty to row pilots to. ir
coming and frum ovtgoing vessel;
There was .a sixty-nine mile an hou
gale blowing yesterday when the Tiay
Maru came plunging in from open sei
flying the pilot signal.

Despite the heavy weather the tw
yav.-¡smen launched their craft in saf<
ty and fought their way across tr
rough water, with Pilot Alonzo Beet
as passenger. They saw him scramb'
up the pilot's ladder of the Tiay
Maru and then headed their craft, bac
toward New Jersey.

In some manner they fell into
trough of the, sea and a big roller ovei
whelmed them, overturning the yaw
The crew of the New Jersey launche
;i boat at once to go to the rescu
The Japanese steamer lowered one (
her own, but her men apparently ri
fused to risk the heavy seas, for tl

j craft did not put off from the Tiay
Maru's side.
When the men from the New Jersc

reached the yawl they found Baeseh
half unconscious from the cold ai
the force of the waves. When the
righted the swamped craft the hoc
of Beebe slid away and sank.-S-«-

Rumor Names Borden
As British Ambassado

Retirement as Canadian Pn
»nier Believed Sure ; Refuses U
Discuss Washington Place
OTTAWA. Dec. 14.- The report th

Sir Robert Borden is about to retire
Canadian Premier was strengthened t
night with the announcement that aft

j a conference of doctors last week F' Robejrt was given medical orders
give up public life. A meetingUnionist leaders has been called to co
sid<-r the question of his successor.
The report of Premier Border

pending retirement was simultaneo
with a rumor that he had been ask'
to accept the post of British Amba
sador to Washington. The Premi
was asked to-day about the truth
this rumor and replied, "I have nothii
to say about the matter."

In political circles the question of
possible successor to Sir Robert is h
lieved to lie among Sir Thomas Whit
until recently Minister of Financ
Arthur Heir-ban, Minister of the I
terior, and N. W. Rowell, president
the Privy Council.

-M- «

Liberty Bond*.«0, $100, »500, $1,000
can be bought and sold Instantly.

John Muir & Co., 61 Broadway..Advt,

Blake Baby's
Body Found;
Mother Held

Form of Mute Lad, Washed
Up on Beach at Ventnor,
Discovered by Civilian;

! Autopsy Shows Drowning

Father Identifies Son

Woman Prisoner in Hospi¬
tal, Unmoved, Sticks to
Her Story of Kidnaping

Staff Correspondent«
ATLANTIC CITY. Dec. 14..The

body of five-year-old "Buddy" Blake,
the mute boy, whose mother reported
Friday night that two negroes had
kidnaped him, was washed up on the
beach at Ventnor to-day by a rising
tide. An nutopsy showed that death
was due to drowning.
The little body was identified as it

lay on the beach by the grief-stricken
father, James Blake, an insurance
broker, of Philadelphia, who has an

apartment here.
A few hours later, while the boy's

body was being removed to an under-
taking establishment, his mother, Mrs.
Esther Blake, whose husband obtained
a legal separation from her four years
ago, was taken in an ambulance from
her lodgings to the Atlantic City Hos¬
pital. When ahe had been placed in a
ward bed she was served with a war¬
rant charging that she had murdered
her son by drowning him.

Indifferent to Charge
Apparently Mrs. Blake, whose rela¬

tives and friends believe she is de¬
mented, was unmoved as William
Sprague, Chief of Police of Ventnor,
read the warrant. She shrugged her
shoulders indifferently when a police¬
man took his post at her bedside to
prevent her fulfilling a threat to kill
herself.
As Chief Sprague turned to leave, re¬

marking that he would return in the
morning and hoped she would tell the
truth about "Buddy," Mrs. Blake said:
"Come back to-morrow and I'll tell the
same story. Two negroes stole 'Bud¬
dy.' Why don't you find them?"

Samuel* Blair, of Margate, standing
along the boardwalk this morning with
his chin tucked into the upturned
collar of his ulster to avoid the wind-
driven rain, saw that the high waves
breaking on the Ventnor beach at half
flood tide h,ad washed ashore the body
a y.ellow-haired child, clad in a gray
sweater suit and blue leggins.

Blair climbed down from the board¬
walk to the beach, waded into the surf
and carried the little figure under the
boardwalk out of reach of the break¬
ers. Then he sought a telephone and
notified Chief of Police Sprague, who
before starting for the beach dis¬
patched a policeman in an automobile
for James Blake in Atlantic City, about
live miles north.
When Mr. Blake arrived he looked

at the body a moment, leaned over as
though he would hold it in his arms
und then straightened up with twitch¬
ing face. A policeman put his arms
across Mr. Blake's shoulders and ledhim back to the automobile.

Had Learned Two Words
"Buddy's" affliction had intensified

the affection his father felt for him,and his friends say that he was over¬
joyed recently when the child managedto articulate two words that he had
learned from rapt listening before a
phonograph. These words constitutedhis entire vocabulary, but to the fatherthey meant that there was a chancehis son might in time learn to speaklike other children.
The body had been washed ashore

near New Haven Avenue, Ventnor,four blocks below the Ventnor fishing-pier. The finding of Mrs. Blake's hand¬bag on this pier Saturday morningcaused the police to abandon theirsearch for two negroes Mrs. Blake in¬sisted had kidnapped her son. Fromthat time they endeavored to gainfrom her a confession that she hadthrown the boy from the end of thepier. Chief Sprague said last night:"Mrs. Blake has told us in the courseof repeated questioning that this muteboy stood between her and her hus¬band. I asked her why, but she re¬fused to explain. Her husband saysthere is no basis for such a belief."They were legally separated in Bal¬timore four years ago. He told us hedidn't know whether his wife was ad¬dicted to drugs, but said she took alot of medicine.
Wife Followed Him

"After the separation Blake invitedhis wife's mother and sister to keephouse for him and take care of hischildren, which were awarded to him.They have been doing so ever since and
as far as possible have sought to avoidthe wife. Blake has moved manytimes, he told us, but each time hiswife followed and rented a room nearthe new home.
"Blake moved here last summer and

soon afterward his wife rented a room
near his apartment. He pays her anallowance of $20 a week.
"Mrs. Blake was permitted to see!her two children as often as she cared

to. but she was not allowed to takeeither, or both, of them out of the houseunless Mrs. Miller, her mother, or hersister accompanied them. The fathertold us he feared she would take thechildren away and hide them if she
was given.an opportunity.
"On Friday afternoon Mrs. Blake

coaxed her mother to let her take
'Buddy' for a ride in an automobile.
The father's worst fears were con¬
firmed. We have accounted for her
movements after she left th« house,

Continued on paye eight

Germany Ready .

To Pay Fine for
Sinking Fleet

Offers Reparation for
Losses at Scapa Flow,
but ISot 400,000 Tons
BERLIN, Dec. 14 (By The Asso¬

ciated Press)..In her note replying
to the latest Entente communication de¬
manding the signing of the protocol
preliminary to putting the peace treatyin effect, which is now on its way to
Paris, Germany yields in her stand on
the Scapa Flow issue to a certain ex¬
tent.
The text of the reply was handed on

Friday night to a courier who at once
started with it for the French capital.
The text will not be published in Ber¬
lin before Monday.

It is learned that in the note the
government reiterates its desire to
have ratification of the peace treatyeffected at the earliest possible date.It gently hints that the Entente is re-
sponsible for the complications whichhave delayed the exchange of ratifica-fcions for more than a month. It de-
clares that Germany has not and is
not now making the final ratification
dependent upon the clauses relating to
war prisoners or the extradition ofGerman subjects for trial, although it
expresses the hope that the Allies will
permit themselves to be convinced thatboth issues have an important bear¬
ing upon the internal political situa-
lion in Germany.
On the Scapa Flow issue the note ex-

presses a willingness to yield to the ex-
tent that Germany will consent to
make reparation for the sinking of theGerman warships in order to remove
what is characterized as the final ob-
stacle to the definite conclusion of
peace, although, says the note, repara-tion cannot be made in the manner
suggested in the demand for 400.000
tons of shipping. On this point Ger¬
many proposes negotiations by the En¬
tente with a board of German shippingexperts.

PARIS, Dec. 14..The answer of the
German government to the latest Allied
note reached the German delegation in
Paris to-day. Because of the time need¬
ed for decoding and translating the
ylocument it is not likely to be pre¬sented to General Secretary Paul Du-
tasta, of the peace conference, until
Monday morning.

Blaze Sweeps
U. S. Transport
In North River

¡Army and Fire Boats Fight¡
Flames Enveloping Ship!
Believed To Be Former
German Liner De Kalb

An army transport, believed to be the
De Kalb, a converted German liner,
caught tire at her mooring off the foot
of West 232d Street shortly alter 10
o'clock last night. At 2 a. m. she was
still ablaze, although lireboats and tugs
of the Army Transport Service were
fighting the flames.
The ship carried a skeleton crew of

íiOO men. It had not been ascertained
at an early hour this morning if any;lives were lost. The vessel is a half
mile out in the stream and so shrouded
in smoke that little can be seen of her
from the shore.
At first, there was some doubt as to

whether the craft was the De Kalb or
the Graf Waldersee, but at 1:15 this
morning, the Army Transport Service
Base at the foot of Fifty-eighth Street,
Brooklyn, informed police headquar-
ters that it had leared from fire head-
quarters it was the De Kalb.

Doctor Gives Alarm
The noise of sirens hooting in the

river, disturbed Dr. Lee De Forest at
his home on Palisade Avenue and 232d
Street, shortly of 10 o'clock last night.
After a while", he rose and looked from
the window to see one of the three
transports lying in the river, wrapped
in flame.
He immediately notified Police and

Fire headquarters, which in turn in-
formed the Army Transport Service
station at Hoboken. In a few minutes
the police boat Patrol, the flreboat
Thomas Daune, other lire craft from
the Harlem River and tugs 3 and 9
of the Army Transport Service were
on the way to the blaze.

Call for Help Sent
Shortly before 12 o'clock an officer

from one of the fireboats was rowed
ashore and telephoned Fire Headquar-
ters, presumably for more apparatus.
Army officials had no direct knowledge
concerning the fire at a late hour ihis
morning.

Three transports are lying in the
river at this point, the DeKalh, Graf
Waldersee and the Kronprinz Wilhelm.
They were all to have been turned over
co the Shipping Board shortly, after
being altered from coal to oil burners.

$50,000 Loss in Collision

i)redging Machinery Sunk as

Floats Crash in River
Dredging machinery valued at $50,-

000 was swept into the East River yes¬
terday, when a New Haven car float
crashed into a dredging float belonging
to the New Jersey Shipbuilding and
Dredging Company.
The dredging float, just out of dry-

dock, was anchored off Pier 6. Its
owners assert all required signals were jbeing displayed at the time of the
crash. I

Griffith Party
Safe at Nassau;
Hungry 3 Days
Missing Motion Picture Pro¬

ducer and Party of 36
Send Radio Announcing
Arrival in the Bahamas

Fought Seas Four Days
Two Rescued After Being

Swept Off Yacht That
Was Constantly in Peril

I MIAMI, Fia., Dec. 14..The yacht
Grey Duck, on which David W. Griffith,
motion picture producer, and a party of
thirty-six left here Wednesday, ar¬
rived late to-day at Nassau, Bahama
Islands, with all on board safe, said a
radio message received at midnight by
"The Miami Herald" from Nassau.

The yacht, which was four days
overdue on her arrival lit Nassau, en¬
countered heavy seas and members of
the party had been without food for
three days, the message said. Two
passengers were swept overboard dur-
ing the voyage, but were rescued.The message said the Grey Duck al-
most capsized and the pilot was in-jured and others were forced to taketurns at the wheel while the littlecraft wallowed in the seas.

Albert Grey, general manager for theGriffith interests, said early this rnorn-ing that he had received no official re-port of the safe arrival of the party.
Thirty-seven All Told in Party

The party included thirty-seven per-sons, with Mr. Griffith and Will J.Reed, Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
a former captain in the regular army.His daughter, Marion, aged sixteen,also was on board.
Among the others in the party were-Elmer Clifton, director of photoplaysfor Dorothy Gish, and a co-directorwith Mr. Griffith on two pictures to betaken in the Bahamas; Mrs. Clifton,John Lloyd, perSDnal representative ofMr. Griffith; Herbert Sutch, assistantdirector; Mrs. Sutch, Miss CarolDempster, leading woman of the com¬

pany; Georg«? McQuarrie, leading man.husband of Helen MacKellar, now play¬ing the leading woman's role in "TheStorm" at the Forty-eighth Street The¬
ater, New York; .). A. .Manning, finan¬cial jnanager of the company; G. W.Bitzer, camera man, one of the best in
the business; Mrs. Bitzer, Peter Strong,A. Reed, E. Sommers, Robert H. Alex¬
ander, Selma Patten, Anders Randolph,Edward Pilnitt, Charles Snyder, AbramBamberg and Mr. Billingsley, actors,and G. Stoffes, propejrty man.

At the New York offices yesterdaythere was shown a telegram sent toSecretary of the,Navy Daniels by Will¬
iam G. McAdoo, asking that the num¬ber of craft searching for the motion
picture producer and his players be
doubled. In the telegram Mr. McAdoo
said he knew Mr. Griffith well and ex-
pressed anxiety as to his safety.

New Master in Charge
According to dispatches received byThe Tribune fiom Miami, the GreyDuck was on its first trip from Miami!

to Nassau under new management.The vessel recently was bought byBurton Mank, formerly a New York
theatrical man, who now is operating!
a hotel at Nassau. Mank acted as
master of the vessel on the trip, his
fust trip as master of a boat.
The Grey Duck, according to dis-

patches, is an old vessel. She has
a 200 horsepower engine, which is not
regarded as being an aid to her safety.Twin engines or sails generally are
relied upon by small craft to cross
the Gulf Stream. Members of
a cabaret company, which is "booked
solid" for the winter in the tropics,
were with Mr. Griffith and his play¬
ers aboard the yacht.
.-«-

Move Made to Rescue
American Held by Villa

Action Contemplated to Effect
the Release of F. (i. Hugo

Kept Secret
EAGLE PASS, Tex., Dec. 14. Steps

will be taken for the immediate re¬

lease of Fred G. Hugo, the American
held by Francisco Villa for" $10,000
ransom, according to J. M. Dobie, owner
of the ranch in the Mexican state of
Coahuila, of which Hugo was manager.Mr. Dobie, who arrived here to-dayfrom San Antonio, Tex., declined to
say what action he contemplated. He
conferred with American and Mexican
officials this afternoon.

Details of Hugo's capture by Villistas
and his whereabouts still were unknown
here late to-night.' A late report said
Francisco Pardo, a Spaniard, who was )held with several Mexicans for ransom,
has been released by Villa. He was the
second man released by the rebel chief,
an Englishman, R. B. Dawson, havingbeen released yesterday. The number
of Mexicans held for ransom is not
known here, but they are said to in-
elude Miguel Museuiz Pena, Francisco
Mirando, Eugenio Soto and Felipe Ro-
driguez, all prominent men of Muzqujjs,
Coahuila.

Compiegne Palace Burned
PARIS, Dec. 14.- Fire to-day badly

damaged portions of the castle at Com¬
piegne. The bedroom of the former
Emperor and the council room, both
of which were unfurnished, were en¬
tirely destroyed, as also were a few
pieces of art. The library was not
damaged. The damage is estimated at
2,000.000 francs ($400,000). 1
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"Tiger" Suffers
Fractured Rib

Clemenceau Hurt While
Crossing Channel, but
Keeps Injuries Secret
PARIS, Dec. 14..-Premier Clemen¬

ceau, while crossing the English Chan¬
nel last Wednesday on his way to Lon¬
don, suffered a fractured rib, but with
his usual stoicism the "Tiger" did not
permit the news of his injury to be¬
come public and carried out his entire
program without faltering. It was
only on his arrival home to-day thatthe fact became known.
The accident to the Premier occurred

while the torpedo boat destroyer Témé¬
raire was plowing through the moun¬
tainous seas in a storm on its way to
Dover. The Premier had intended to
debark at Folkestone, but the weather
was too stormy.

M. Clemenceau was standing on the
bridge. A big wave ,: ,ed the Témé¬
raire and the Pren..,.r was thrown
against an iron rail, suffering a bruisedchest and a fractured rib.

Alighting from the train here to-day,the Premier proceeded immediately tothe Ministry of War and summoned
Dr. Trufiier, who attended him last
summer when he was shot by Emile
Cottin. It had been noted that the
Premier apparently was suffering con-
siderable pain as he walked to his auto-
mobile from the station. He was hold-
ing his side then, and also afterward
as he ascended the steps to the War
Ministry.

Dr. Truffier made a thorough exami-
nation of M. Clemenceau and reportedi the fractured rib. He said that the in¬
jury was not serious.
When the Premier emerged from the

station he was accorded an ovation by
a great crowd.
-.-,

U. S. May Keep
The Railroads
After Jan. 1

1 Indication of Intention of
President Looked For

| This Week After Fight
Against Cummins Bill

New York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON. Dec. 14.--President
Wilson's intention regarding the re-
turn of railroads to private ownership
is expected to develop during the week.!
Leaders in Congress feel that before

Saturday, they will be in a position to
say whether the Cummins railroad bill
can be put through the Senate. It is be¬
lieved in the upper House that the
measure cannot be passed. If sufficient
strength is indicated to defeat it Mr.
Wilson, it is expected, will send a
message to Congress declaring his in¬
tention to retain government control
of the carriers beyond January 1, the
date he set for the return.
The President has given no positive

indication of his position, although the
Cabinet and Director General Hines of
the railroad administration are ex¬
ceedingly eager to get an inkling of
what is to De done.
Early last week Mr. Hines laid be-

fore the President a memorandum
which contained some information on
which he might be able to base any
communication he wished to make to
Congress. This memorandum, it was
said to-night, was not to suggest anydate on which the roads should be jgiven up, but to present arguments
for and against their return on Jan-
uary 1.

Railroad Men Change Views
Up to a few days ago railroad men

were preparing to wind up their ac-
counts and begin private ownershipagain on New Year's Day. Within the
last week this feeling has changed,
partly because of the delay in the jSenate on the Cummins bill and partlybecause the railroads are the agenciesfor the distribution of coal. Until pro-duction in the bituminous fields has
been put back to somewhat near nor¬
mal their control by the government
is deemed necessary.
There have been reports here recentlythat some of the roads are bringing all

possible pressure to bear to have the
President announce the return of the;carriers on January 1, but neither'
White House nor railroad administra-
tion officials will admit their truth. The
more prosperous roads are anxious to
get back because they do not need con-
tinued government financial assistance
and because they realize the longer the
return is delayed the greater will be
the danger that return will not be
made at all. Most of them are said
to want at least thirty days' notice
.before the roads are put back in pri-
vate hands, to prepare themselves for
the transition.

Delay Opposed in Congress
In Congress leaders do not want the

return postponed beyond January 1, if jthere is any prospect that general leg-islation can be put through before thattime. If the Cummins bill does
get through the Senate this week, how¬
ever, there is virtually no chance that
conferees from the Senate and House
would agree on a measure before Jan-
uary 1, even though Congress sat
through the Christmas holidays and jwaited for them.
There is a feeling among leaders that

if general legislation is impossible be-
fore January 1 and the President noti-
fies Congrass that the carriers go
back then, there will be ample oppor-
tunity to put through emergency legis-
lation providing for government finan-
cial assistance until the general meas-
ure is passed. In their judgment, taken

Continued on page three

White House Anno unees Wilson Will
Make No Move to Relieve

Treaty Situation

Holds Republicans Responsible
__i_-

"Irreconcilables" Are Delighted, While Lodge
Group Is Amazed, One Member Saying

President "Can't Bulldoze Senate"

By Carter Field
New York Tribune
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14..President Wilson to-night ended all talk
of his reviving the peace treaty. In a flat statement issued at the White
House, the President made it clear he will make no compromise, does not
intend to withdraw the treaty and resubmit it, indicating what reserva¬
tions would be acceptable to him, but intends to let the responsibility
"rest on the Republican Senators."

Following is the statement:
"It was learned from the highest authority at the Executive

offices to-day that the hope of the Republican leader of the
Senate that the President would presently make some move which
will relieve the situation with regard to the treaty is entirely with¬
out foundation; he has no compromise or concession of any kind
in his mind, but intends, so far as he is concerned, that the Repub¬
lican leaders of the Senate shall continue to bear the undivided
responsibility for the fate of the treaty and the present condition of
the world in consequence of that fate."

Supporters of Ratification Regret President's Stand
It was taken for granted that the President'personally read and

approved the statement, as otherwise, it is the confident belief here, no
one in the Administration, certainly not Secretary Tumulty, who issued
it, would take the responsibility for such a far-reaching statement of
policy.

The Republicans were divided into two groups in their view of theaction. Those who want the treaty ratified, but with reservations, were
intensely regretful that the President had taken a stand which they verymuch fear may delay the ratification of the treaty for a long time, if
not make its ratification impossible. The "irreconcilables" were delighted."I hope he sticks to it," said Senator Burah, one of the most enthu¬siastic of the "treaty killers."

,

The element whose point of view is illustrated by Majority LeaderLodge, who want strong reservations and would like to have had amend¬
ments, but still want the treaty ratified, are amazed at the President'sstatement, ut profecs xc '

p well pleased.
"It puts the responsibility absolutely on the President," said oneof this group.
"The people, the League to Enforce Peace, and every one who hasbeen bringing: pressure to bear to get the treaty ratified.and there are«iuite a few of these elements.have been expecting the President towithdraw the treaty, resubmit it, and state in doing so how far he will

iro in accepting reservations.

"President Can't Bulldoze Senate,'" Says One Member
"The country has rather expected, I think, that the President wouldtake the Lodge reservations as a basis and point out just what aboutthem is impossible of acceptance on his part. Such a course undoubtedlywould have led to a speedy ratification of the treaty. The future ofthe treaty looks pretty dark now. The President will find that he can¬not bulldoze the Senate in any such way."
Administration Leader Hitchcock was more optimistic. He doesnot believe the President means by his statement that he will not acceptreservations even stronger than those proposed.with the President'sapproval.by Mr. Hitchcock himself just before the adjournment of thelast season. Mr. Hitchcock thinks the President means that he will per¬sonally make no move, but will expect the move to come from the Senate."I think the President's statement," Mr. Hitchcock said, "is entirelyconsistent with the position taken by us in the Senate. We think andthe President thinks that it is up to the Senate to make the move, notthe President.
"The treaty is in the Senate. His statement does not mean that hewill not accept concessions or compromises, but merely that he will not

propose them.
^^

Hitchcock Believes President Would Compromise V
"I have reason to believe that the reservations I offered in theSenate would not be rejected by him. I would not have offered them*ifI had not been sure he would not reject them. I may say that he had

a copy of them.
"I am frankly not hopeful of an early settlement of the differencesand ratification of the treaty. I fear it will take some time. Neitherside is willing to surrender, and I do not expect them to do so. I thinkthere must be a real compromise, with give and take on each side. Thtitwill require some time to be worked out. It wilt not be done in a hurry.""In the compromise which might be worked out," Mr. Hitchcock

was asked, "isn't there a danger, especially in view of his very flat state¬ment that he has no compromise or concessions in mind, that the reserva¬tions will be made so strong that the President will not accept them?""That is a chance we will have to take," Mr. Hitchcock replied."When the President alludes to concessions and compromises he merelymeans, I am sure, that he has none in mind. He does not mean that hewill not accept them."

Up to President and Democrats, Says Lenroot
"It is very disheartening," said Senator Lenroot, spokesman for th*"mild reservationists." "This treaty requires a two-thirds vote of theSenate. It is impossible for the Republicans without the assent of theDemocrats to ratify it. The responsibility, therefore, for ratification isnot a party responsibility, and it never should be considered from a parti¬san standpoint.
"The President having made his position cleaj, I hope DemocraticSenators who are in favor of the treaty will now refuse to be furtherbound by his wishes, but will act for what they believe to be the interestof the country. It is clearly the duty of the Senators, if they can do so,to come to an agreement on this treaty. The responsibility will then rest

on the President alone for the killing of the treaty.
"If the Democrats in the Senate refuse to make any proposition tothe Republicans for the ratification of the treaty then the DemocraticSenators and President Wilson will jointly bear the responsibility forkilling the treaty."
Senator Hitchcock's contention that the President's statement is inline with what the Democratic Senators, led by Oscar Underwood, havebeen trying to bring out in the Senate in the last few days, was somewhatof a surprise to the Republicans to-night. Some of them thought th©White House communication was rather a slap at Mr. Underwood, who


